RELIGION EXPERTS COLUMN
Below is my response to the question provided for the Ask The Religion Experts feature in this Saturday’s Ottawa Citizen.
We hope this will generate thoughtful discussion of real-life applications of Buddhadharma and deeper understanding for us all.

Saturday, August 5, 2012
: What are we to think of the destruction
of historic shrines in Mali in the name of
religion?

Q
A

: Vandalism. This expression in English
refers exactly to this kind of religious
destruction. In the case of the Roman
empire, it was tribes known as Vandals who
destroyed large parts of Christian Rome in the
4th century. In a more modern example, a
similar barbarous act occurred in northern
Afghanistan in 2007. Islamic militants, probably
connected ideologically to the Mali group,
dynamited some giant 7th century Buddhist
statues carved into the side of a mountain. Last
year there were several highly reported
incidents of Koran sacrilege. No nation or faith
is immune from such events. It is part of the
hatred and persecution that follows on the
heels of religious and other blind
fundamentalism. It is the mirror image of
acceptance, a commodity sadly in short supply
in our world.
These acts and the thinking behind them are
variations on the underlying ignorance which
plagues human life. This ignorance fuels greed,
and, as the Buddhas taught, is the root cause of
the dissatisfaction which characterizes our
human lives. We are advised to recognize such
destruction as ignorance -driven action. Those
who commit such brutality are no less human
than any of us and we are all capable of similar
barbarity under other circumstances. We are
called to recognize this and learn the lesson for
our own spirituality development.
We need also to understand that there is more
to these acts than the religious dimension.
Ethnic and racial motives are as much behind

them as conflict over religious beliefs and these
cannot be addressed or soothed by religious
dialogue. This is not to say we should accept
and let these acts pass, no matter the motive.
People of faith do have an obligation to speak
out on behalf of their faith. This, however, does
not grant them permission to insult or destroy
other faiths, their adherents or artifacts, no
matter their claims to divine sanction. We all
have an obligation to condemn such brutish
ignorance and speak out for the values of
human respect and diversity.
Rev. Innen Parchelo, doshu,
Red Maple Sangha
:: om nam u am ida butsu::

This and all other contributors’ responses are available on the Citizen’s
online blog:
http://w w w .ottaw acitizen.com /life/ask-the-religion-experts/index.htm l#
A ll m y past 52 colum ns are available online at:
http://w w w .realperson.com /A RE.htm
W e invite you to consider this response and share your ow n on our Red
M aple Leaflet blog at http://w ww.redm aplesangha.blogspot.com

